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. Dear .M. Boyd: - - : e =

The effort to transplant bighorn sheep into historic habitat in Hells Canyon
ig a cooperativa project involving the Statez of [daho, Oregén, and
Washingron, The Foundation for Novth American Wild Sheep, the Forest
Service, and the Bureau of Land Management. The Hells Canyon Bighorn Sheep
Restoration Committee {(the committee} is interested in haﬁing the support o¢f
the woolgrowers industry for this effort to r opulate parts of Hells Canyon
with bighorn sheep. . A :
z i

The Committee undarstands that bighorns may dbcasionally migrata outside
of their designated range ands.ccme into contdét with domescip sheep. Thase
bighorns will be considered "act risk" for potenctial diseasez frensmission and
death, There is also the potential for an exposed bighorn to leave the area
and spread disease to other bighorn sheep. Under these candiitions, the
Ydaho Department of Fish and Gawe, the Oregen Department of [Fish and
Wildlife, and the Washington Departwent of Wildlife will assume the
responsibility for bighern losses and furtherx disease transuflssion %z,thEir
respective gtates. The three Jepartments will also teke whagever aceion 1s
necessary to reduce further losses of bighora sheep without Edversnly ‘
impacting existing domestie checp operators. The snclosed wap clearly
delineates the projsct area within the Hells Canyon complex. Righorng .
straying into currently active sheep allotments will be 9qn§;dered‘iag risk"
by all of the Committes entities, This means that the Conmitriee vefoghiies

isti . i i diacent to the Hells Canyon
the existing domestic sheep operations in oY & jac N
complex, on both Natioepal Forest snd private lands, %md accogts cw:m
potential risk of diseasp cransmission and loss of bighorn shaep Lo
bighorns invade domestic| sheep operacions. i ;
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The Committee Will make every effort to kesp inrcerssted parties (nforied
about actious being considered by the Comulrvee in {cs effort te repopulace
Hells Canyon with bighorn sheep. We will provids all health information
gathaered om bighezn sheep to the woolgrowers industry and sther interesced

partiasg,
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